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 SHARING THE GOOD THINGS HAPPENING IN THE LIFE OF OUR CHURCH 

 “Our Cross to Bear”      
We’re fast approaching the waning days of this year’s Lenten season. I pray you’ve used this time    
wisely, because it affords an opportunity to look inwardly and assess our own spiritual condition.      
May we not be found wanting! Two thousand years ago, Jesus’ disciples were compelled to evaluate 
their own walk of faith. Soon each disciple would be sorely tested. One  would completely fall away; 
while the others would also turn away, but only for a short while.  
These were tumultuous times. While preparing His disciples for their eventual roles as apostles, Jesus 
found Himself in preparation for the single greatest self-sacrifice that the world would ever know. 
Soon, Jesus and His followers would go up to Jerusalem for what proved to be His final Passover. Our 
Lord would be expeditiously handed over to the pawns of Satan. He would undergo a series of mock  
trials, be scourged and crucified like some petty criminal. And yet, He forgave them! Just as our Lord 
has also forgiven you!  
I cannot possibly imagine what turbulence these disciples had to face. But then, so have many of you. 
Some near and dear to us have lost their helpmates. Others continue to struggle with health or financial 
difficulties. Some among us find themselves alone and lonely.  
In Mark 8, beginning in verse 34, we read: “And He summoned the multitude along with His disciples, 
and said to them, ‘If anyone wishes to come after Me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross, and 
follow Me.’”  Matthew’s wording is slightly different where he says, “And he who does not take up his 
cross and follow after Me is not worthy of Me”  [Matthew 10:38]. 
There’s the old expression, “We all have our crosses to bear.” Each follower of Christ has his/her     own 
uniquely hewn cross to bear. A cross no one else could possibly carry. Yet, we all share a          common 
burden.  
During the remaining Lenten season, try to approach the “week of His passion” from a different         
perspective. A real paradigm shift. Despite your own travails, have you ever acknowledged that      
Christ is our ultimate “cross-bearer”? He made it possible for you to endure whatever hardship you    
are experiencing. In this respect, our Lord has afforded you the strength, the fortitude, to persevere.    
Jesus’ half-brother, James, put it this way: “Consider it all joy, my brethren, when you encounter     vari-
ous trials, knowing that the testing of your faith produces endurance. And let endurance have     its 
perfect result, so that the you may be perfect and complete, lacking in nothing” [James 1:2-4].     Put 
another way, “if” you are suffering for the cause of Christ, you have this assurance…you are His! The 
One who died for you, is the One who will be with you ‘til the end! The victory is His. Therefore,   it is 
yours as well! Rejoice! Your redemption draws nigh. 

Have a care, 
Pastor Cooper    
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Eda Laurion passed away at noon on March 1, 2017.  
She was 96 years of age in January.  

She was one of the founders of our church. With her personality and 
smiling face, she was loved by all. Her Christian spirit shone through. 

We lovingly called her the matriarch of our church, and our            
official-unofficial greeter. When someone new passed through          

our doors, she was there to make them feel welcome. 
 Eda was a very special friend to me. I will always miss her and       

will never forget her. 
She is with her Lord and Savior. 

                                                                                      With God’s love, 
                                                                                        Harriette Bjork 



Finance Committee Report 
 

For the month of March our unrestricted contributions 
were $26,694.00 and our expenses were $34,275.39. 
 

Facilities Maintenance Fund 
 

Contributions to the Facilities Maintenance Fund totaled 
$100.00 for the month of March. This fund is used for 
building and maintenance expenses and to cover 
emergency costs that may arise. 
        Your Finance Committee 

Grace News April 2017 
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Women’s Bible Study  
will end April 10th 

Have a wonderful summer 
and we look forward to seeing 

you this fall! 



 

“Women’s Annual Fellowship Tea” 
will be held on Saturday, April 8th  

at 1:00 PM 
The guest speaker will be           

Mary Hollan 

Our Lord is faithful!               
We have a new volunteer for 
Flower Arrangements!! Sharon 
Clanin has graciously volunteered for 
this much needed ministry. Be sure to 
thank and support her!  Thanks Sharon! 

 
Grace Community Church is on Facebook! 

Search ‘GCCEPC’ or ‘Grace Community Church 
Surprise’ to find and LIKE us. Once you LIKE 
us, you will receive weekly updates about the 
upcoming Worship Services, Bible Studies,    
special event invitations that you can share with 
your Facebook friends, and National EPC     post-
ing.  
 

The page is  managed by Michele Southerland 
and she welcomes your input, pictures, and   
items to share. You can contact her in person,         
via email RNGNSNG@GMAIL.COM,  or via     
a Private Message within Facebook. 

Sunday Morning Bible Study   
We will begin a study of the book   
of Daniel. This video study will  
interest those who enjoy prophecy 

       for sure. Come and be blessed.    



APRIL BIRTHDAYS 
Bill Marting    04/01 
Cooper McWhirter   04/17 
Elaine McIlheron   04/21 
Frances Lewis    04/25 
David Storhaug   04/25 
Lewis Cornwell   04/28 
Harvey Johnson   04/28 

Services:   
Maundy Thursday will be at 5:00 PM. 

Good Friday will be at 12:00 Noon 

   APRIL ANNIVERSARIES 
    Dick & Marie Rogeness   04/16   



We are moving forward with the overhaul of our church website. We plan to make improvements that make it 
easier to navigate as well as provide another way for visitors to find us. Grace members and attendees will have 
access to the latest updates on church activities. Even the snowbirds can access it when they are away from    
Arizona! As you can understand the internet is the quick and easy way for individuals to resource an incredible 
(and overwhelming) amount of information. The printed phone book and yellow pages are around but are             
usually six month old when published. For those who are computer challenged, using this type of print         
(publications) is somewhat unnerving. 

The folks who are moving to the Sun City area are more computer savvy and use it as a resource to find goods 
on Amazon, or find a close-by restaurant or check theater schedules and even on-line banking, etc.  

Many “church shoppers” are now looking for a church via the internet from the comfort of their northern home, 
or after they are settled into one of our communities. One of the important parts of a good website is to be easily 
found and provide brief information, as well as, offer a big WELCOME to visit our church in person. For you 
who are website or computer challenged having a website may not seem important. The new folks (and    
younger) moving to our area do use the internet as their resource when trying to gather all sorts of  information.  

Even though a website is important, the “ol’ fashioned” way of your personally inviting someone to visit is, 
still, the most powerful. Who did you invite last time? 

We need volunteers to help with the ongoing operation of the website. If you have comments or suggestions as 
to what should be included on our webpage, please send brief comments to Earl Ellsworth                     
eearlEllsworth@gmail.com. We also have a Facebook page that was recently setup and is maintained by        
our own Michele Southerland. www.facebook.com/gccepc/.  It’s a great visit! 
 

God Loves You and So Do I! 

Earl Ellsworth                                                                                                                                                                                    
Elder   

WEBSITE RE-DO                            
www.gcc-epc.com 

Encouragement 
 

Some of the greatest success stories of history have followed a word  of encouragement      
or an act of confidence by a loved one or a trusting friend. Had it not been for a confident wife,  
Sophia, we might not have listed among the great names of literature the name of Nathaniel    
Hawthorne. When Nathaniel, a heartbroken man, went home to tell his wife that he was a failure 
and had been fired from his job in a customhouse, she surprised him with an exclamation of joy. 
"Now," she said triumphantly, "you can write your book!" "Yes,” replied the man, ‘with sagging 
confidence’ and what shall we live on while I am writing it?" 

To his amazement, she opened a drawer and pulled out a substantial amount of money.     

"Where on earth did you get that?" he exclaimed. 
"I have always known you were a man of genius," she told him. "I knew that someday    

you would write a masterpiece. So every week, out of the money you gave me for housekeeping,   
I saved a little bit. So here is enough to last us for one whole year." 

From her trust and confidence came one of the greatest novels of American literature,     
The Scarlet Letter.                                                                                                By Nido Qubein  
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10:00 AM 

      1 

2 3 4 5 6 7 8 

9 10 11 12 13 14 15 

16 17 18 19 20 21 22 

23 24 
 

25 26 27 28 29 

30       

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

Worship Service 
10:00 AM 

Worship Service 
10:00 AM 

Worship Service  
10:00 AM 

 Communion 

Worship Service  
10:00 AM 

Prayer Service 
9:00 AM 

Prayer Service 
9:00 AM 

Prayer Service 
9:00 AM 

Prayer Service 
9:00 AM 

Choir Practice 
9:00 AM 

Worship & Music 
Meeting 11:00 AM 

Deacon Meeting 
9:00 AM 

Choir Practice 
9:00 AM 

Choir Practice 
9:00 AM 

The Kramer 
Family 

Bible Study 
8:45 AM 

Bible Study 
8:45 AM 

Men’s Breakfast  
Tivoli Gardens 
8:00 AM 

Men’s Bible Study 
8:00 AM 

Men’s Bible Study 
8:00 AM 

Men’s Bible Study 
8:00 AM 

Finance Meeting 
10:00 AM 

Women’s Bible 
Study (last one) 
10:00 AM 

Missions Meeting 
1:00 PM 

Women’s Bible 
Study 
10:00 AM 

Choir Practice 
9:00 AM 

Ukulele Group 
1:00 PM 

“Women’s                   
Fellowship Tea”     

Luncheon 1:00 PM 
The Guest Speaker is 

Mary Hollan  

Session Meeting 
1:00 PM 

Easter Sunday 

Ukulele Group 
1:00 PM 

Bible Study 
8:45 AM 

Worship Service 
10:00 AM 

Ministry Council 
Meeting       
10:00 AM 

Palm Sunday 
Maundy Thursday 

5:00 PM 

Good Friday 
12:00 PM 

Communion 


